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FIRST INVITATION

International High-Level Roundtable

on Environmental Health aspects of the Lisbon Agenda and the Sustainable Development Strategy: 

“Clean, clever and competitive from a citizen’s perspective”

Utrecht, July 2006

Dear,

Women in Europe for a Common Future (WECF) – a Network of Organisations in 30 Western and Eastern European countries– will organize a High-Level Roundtable in Brussels on the afternoon of Monday the 27th of November 2006. 

Our aim is to present new scientific views and evidence on the Environmental Burden of Disease and discuss with members of the EU Commission, Ministers of Member States, members of the European Parliament, and opinion leaders from business and civil society, on how the EU Lisbon Strategy and policy development can better incorporate reduction and prevention of environmental pollution so as to decrease the environmental burden of disease, lower societal costs of illness and health damage, and better integrate citizen's environmental health concerns as a prerequisite for sound economic development.
Two internationally renowned scientists - Prof. Philippe Grandjean and Dr. John Peterson Myers - will present new scientific approaches to the environmental burden of disease and examples of the (increasing) effects on public health. Results from the foregoing International Expert Workshop on the Environmental Burden of Disease, organised by WECF on April 23rd in Brussels, will also serve as basis for the discussion. We will then invite Commissioners to give their reaction. Afterward, Ministers from Member States, European Parliamentarians, and leading representatives of Industry, Science, Trade Unions, Women's Organizations and other NGOs will join the discussion at the Roundtable and with the audience.

We would highly appreciate your attendance at this event. Please find the preliminary programme as an annex. We hope you will respond to this invitation before September 6th, 2006. We will then follow with more detailed information. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Marie Kranendonk, WECF President

Sascha Gabizon, WECF International Director

For more information: wecf@wecf.org, +31 30 2310300 (general number)

Irma Thijssen, WECF Project Manager, irma.thijssen@wecf.org; +31 30 2310300 (after Aug 7th)

Maria Buitenkamp, Policy Adviser, m.buitenkamp@wxs.nl 

If you have any questions, we will be glad to answer them after Aug 7th (due to holidays).  For urgent matters you can contact WECF, Sara Woods, sara.woods@wecf.org, +31 30 2310300.

The High Level Roundtable is funded by the Netherlands Ministry for Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment (VROM/IMZ).

The High Level Roundtable is supported by the Health and Environment Alliance (formerly known as EPHA Environment Network) and the European Environmental Bureau (EEB).
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